Themes from Macbeth
	Topic
	Theme
Include a thematic statement on each of the topics of what you think Shakespeare is saying to us.  Also, include page numbers and short explanations of where the theme is seen.


	Ambition


	

	Impulses and desires


	

	Fate and our efforts


	

	Appearance vs. reality


	

	Loyalty


	

	The supernatural


	

	Mental instability


	


Motifs in Macbeth
A motif is a recurring subject, theme, idea, etc., especially in a literary work. For example, in the poem “The Raven,” by Edgar Allan Poe, the word nevermore is a motif appearing at the end of each stanza.

Objective: In order to better understand the themes of the play and Shakespeare’s craft, analyze the motifs and make connections to our essential questions.  You may complete the following tasks in the space below or on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Choose ONE of the following motifs to closely examine in Acts 3 and 4 (feel free to examine the rest of the play as well, but concentrate on these two acts).

Night

Hands
Sleep
Blood
Time
2. Find FIVE direct quotes that illustrate the motif (hint: not every quote will use the exact word above.  In Act II.i, Fleance says “The moon is down” to reference the night.  You might also find an image of a carcass that represents blood.)
3. Paraphrase the five quotes.
4. Look at the theme chart on the other side of this handout.  To what topic/s does this motif relate?  Explain, in detail, how the motif relates to the topic.

5. In a brief paragraph, explain how the motif and topic relate to ONE of the three essential questions.
· How can a sense of responsibility be corrupted by our peers?

· Does having a sense of responsibility equate to doing the “right thing”?

· What is your responsibility to your peers when they are making poor choices?

Act IV
Scene i

1. What three things do the witches tell Macbeth?

2. How is the following quote foreshadowing?
“By the pricking of my thumbs,

Something wicked this way comes.


Open locks,


Whoever knocks” (lines 44-47, pg 123)?


3. Which topic, from the theme chart, is present when Macbeth happens upon the three witches?

4. How has Macbeth’s attitude towards the witches changed from their first meeting?

5. What do you think is suggested by the armed head?

6. Whom or what might the bloody child represent?

7. Why does Macbeth decide to kill Macduff’s family?

Scene ii

8. In lines 11-13 (pg 133) explain the analogy Lady Macduff is drawing between the wren and Macduff.

9. Why does Lady Macduff tell her son that his father is dead, though the boy heard her discussion with Ross?

10. How do you think Macduff’s son feels about his father?

Scene iii

11. At the beginning of the scene, what are Malcolm and Macduff arguing about?

12. List the topics, from the theme chart, that apply to this discussion between Macduff and Malcolm, and give an example of each one from the text.

13. In lines 100-106 (pg 145), do you think Macduff’s position is sensible?

14. In lines 152-156 (pg 147), Why is Macduff left speechless by Malcolm’s relevation?

15. Explain the verbal irony when Ross tells Macduff that his children were “At peace when I did leave them” (line 208, pg 151).

16. Analyze the effect of Macduff repeating the same questions.

17. What is Macduff trying to convey to Malcom after he discovers his family is dead?

18. Discuss the internal conflict that Macduff is involved in.

� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMzrgXFeX_o" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMzrgXFeX_o� 








