Sample Dialog

I hate Mondays.  I always trudge to class seemingly more tired than I was before I “rested” over the weekend.  My mom wakes me up screaming, “John! GET UP!  John!  I mean NOW!”


“I heard you Mom,” I snap as I simultaneously punch the snooze button on my shrieking alarm clock.


“Hey loser,” my sister says barging into my bedroom.


“What do you want Sarah,” I whine.


“You are driving me to school today.  Mom says.  I have a project and I’m not carrying it on the bus.”


“No way.  Ask Mom to take you.  I’m driving Emily today and you will not be in the car with us.”  I hate when my sister pesters me.  I never got a ride to school as a freshman!

Answer the questions based on the 

writing sample.

1. What do we learn about the relationship between John and his sister based on their conversation?
2. How does the author add description to this essay?  List specific words and phrases that allow the reader to visualize the scene.

3. What visual devices does the author use to help create voice in this essay?
4. In what tense is this essay written?
The highlighted words are known as dialog tags.  Dialog tags are words/phrases that identify the speaker as well as help describe the speaker’s tone.  Dialog tags are extremely important in strong narrative writing.  See the list below for some other examples of dialog tags.


Barked		wailed		protested	spat


Coughed	worried		jested		harped


Declared	hissed		yelled		groaned


Joked		spewed		whimpered	teased


Cooed		moaned	shouted	coaxed


Stammered	stuttered	sang		spat


 Begged		questioned	jeered		pronounced








