Organizing and Outlining the I Search
Begin with the thesis.  What do you hope to prove throughout your paper?  At the end what do you want your audience to know?

Thesis: ___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Sample Thesis Statements:

· John Lennon influenced an entire generation through his actions and, most importantly, his music

· Baseball has been and will forever be America’s pastime because of the dedication of great players and coaches.

· Despite beauty and cultural trends, humans are mostly attracted to one another based on primal instincts.  

Brainstorming: Now that you know what you want to discuss, you need to think about how you will accomplish this goal.  What information do you need to gather to prove this thesis?

Write 3-5 questions about your topic.  Research to find the answers to these questions.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Analyzing Research: You have gathered information and now you need to start writing.  

· Read through your research.  Highlight information you want to use.  Denote which pieces you will paraphrase, summarize, or directly quote.

· Make a list of main ideas you discovered in your research.

· Try to group some of those main ideas together.  How can you categorize your information? 

· Finally decide the order in which you will present these categories of information.

· Chronological

· Least important to most important or vice versa

· Compare/contrast

· Causes, effects, and conclusions

· Number the categories so you can plainly see how your paper will be organized.

Use the back of this sheet to make your list!  This sheet must be placed in your binder with your background.
