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Period__________

Romeo and Juliet
Literary Elements, Terms, Figures of Speech

DO NOT LOSE!!!

1. a)  classical tragedy-  A play in which the main character suffers a major downfall.  The character often is a person of dignified or heroic stature.  The downfall may result from outside forces of from a weakness with the character.  Romeo and Juliet is a classic tragedy.

b) tragic-  fatal, dire, disastrous, death

2. prologue -  An introduction at the beginning of a drama in which important facts are given, so the audience will understand the play.

3. dramatic irony -  The words or actions of a character in a play which carry a meaning not understood by the character but understood by the audience.

4. theme -  the author’s main idea which usually expresses a general statement about life.
5. foreshadowing -  The use of hints or clues by an author to prepare the reader for events that will happen later in a story.  Most of the examples of foreshadowing in Romeo and Juliet are filled with a sense of foreboding, or an ominous feeling.
6. soliloquy -  A long speech spoken by a character who is alone on the stage.  The speech usually reveals the personal thoughts and emotions of a character.

7. pun -  a play on words; usually involving a word with multiple meanings
EXAMPLE:  “They have been gone for so many nights and days that the knights are in a daze.”  -“Wizard of Id”

8. oxymoron -  The bringing together of two contradictory (opposite)  words or terms.

EXAMPLE:  wise fool; sad joy
9. figurative language -  Language used for descriptive purposes.

10. figures of speech -  The uses of language which depart from normal construction to achieve special effects or meanings.

11. simile -  A figure of speech that directly compares two seemingly unlike things using words like or as.

EXAMPLE A:  “What guests were in her eyes, which parted thence 

as pearls from diamonds dropped.”  King Lear


EXAMPLE B:
  His stare was as cold as ice.
12. metaphor -  A figure of speech that make a comparison between two seemingly unlike things.

EXAMPLE A:  “How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is 



to have a thankless child.”  King Lear
EXAMPLE B:  She was an empty shell after her mother died.
13. personification –  A figure of speech in which an animal, object, or idea is described as having human form or characteristics.

EXAMPLE A:  “It is no vicious blot, murder or foulness, 



No unchaste action or dishonored step



That hath deprived me of your grace and favor;” King Lear
EXAMPLE B:  Alphie, our German Shepard puppy, grinned from ear to ear after his afternoon treat.
14. alliteration- The repetition of the first consonant sound (usually found throughout a stanza of poetry)
15. hyperbole- Extreme and obvious intentional exaggeration

EXAMPLE- The scar on my knee is the size of China.
16. rhyming couplet-  is a set of lines, back to back, that rhyme.

EXAMPLE- Singing he was, or fluting all the day; 
                      He was as fresh as is the month of May
Literary Terms Practice

Directions: Read the examples and write the correct literary device on the blank.

1. _________ When she smiled, her face shone as bright as the sun on a summer morning.
2. __________ The moon danced around my fear.

3. __________ They have been gone for so many nights and days that the knights are in a daze.
4. __________ Behold the hippopotamus! We laugh at how he looks to us.
5. __________ Insects that make honey are always on their best bee-hive-iour.
6. __________ All the world's stage, and all the men and women merely players.
7. __________ Feather of lead

8. __________ The frantic fanning of his hand made him furious.  

9. __________ In Frankenstein knowledge is dangerous.

10. __________ He grinned like the Cheshire Cat.

