Essential Qualities for a good college essay:

1. Show, don’t tell.
2. Use active voice and make that voice authentic (don’t be a walking thesaurus)!
3. Have a common thread (think of this like a creative thesis. Maybe this is a metaphor, a quote, a goal, etc)

4. Write thoughtfully, not just academically.

5. Don’t bore your audience.

6. Be concise and eliminate wordiness!

7. Don’t use slang, bro.

8. Seek multiple opinions.

9. Answer the question!

10. Revise, revise, and revise again!
Examples of passive voice (and some wordiness):
It has been said that people should live their lives to the fullest.

It was determined by the referee that there was a foul on the play.

We were invited by our neighbors to attend their backyard gathering.

The homework assignment will not be well received by the students.

The building has been destroyed by the fire.

The hamburgers were eaten by the tailgating people. 
The college applications were mailed by me two weeks too late.

