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English II Semester I Narrative Assignment 
Common Core Standards:  
· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

· Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

· Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

· Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

· Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Assignment:  

Write a two-part narrative which first tells the story of a dispute from your point of view, including both the events that transpired and what was going through your mind at the time. The second part re-tells the story from the other person’s point of view, including both that person’s thoughts and any necessary additions to the plot. In fact, the two versions might not begin and end at exactly the same points.

Keep in mind that not everyone thinks and sounds alike, so the part of the narrative told from your perspective should not “sound” the same as the part told from the other person’s perspective. In other words, write your part the way you would tell it, and the other part the way the other person would tell it.

Assignment Requirements:  

· 2+  pages long

· Typed, MLA format

· Must develop an engaging lead and a thoughtful conclusion that reflects on what has been experienced 
· Must have two distinct voices – written in first person 
· Must use vivid word choice and sensory language
· Must include use of semicolon 
· Must include the use of appropriate transitions to indicate a progression of the experience or event
· Must demonstrate consistent tense 
Helpful hints:  In the past, students who have written about a conflict with an adult have had an easier time developing the distinct voice of each character.  Therefore, I am requiring that you develop a conflict that involves yourself and an adult.  A conflict with an adult provides more of a distinct voice than if you had a conflict with a peer who speaks the way you speak.   You might want to consider conflicts with teachers, parents, bosses or coaches.  
First Draft Due: _______________________________



Final Draft Due: ____________________________________

Narrative Rubric      English II 

	
	Exceptional
	Skilled
	Developing
	Emerging/Inadequate

	Intro. & Conclusion

20


	· Intro. begins with a relevant attention getter that draws the reader in

· Intro. vividly describes the situation and establishes the point of view (narrator and/or character(s))

· Conclusion thoughtfully reflects on what is experienced or resolved over the course of the narrative 


	· Intro. begins with a mostly relevant attention getter that somewhat draws the reader in

· Intro. describes the situation and establishes the point of view (narrator and/or character(s))

· Conclusion offers a final thought that may reflect on what is experienced or resolved over the course of the narrative
	· Intro. begins with an attempt at an attention getter to draw the reader in

· Intro. is vague and it is unclear who is speaking or what is the situation of the narrative- has an unclear point of view

· Conclusion attempts to offer a final thought but does not reflect on what is experienced or resolved over the course of the narrative
	· Intro. begins with a weak attempt at an attention getter, or no attempt at all

· Narrator is missing and establishment of situation is missing

· Conclusion does not offer a final thought and there is no reflection on what is experienced or resolved over the course of the narrative

	Development

40


	· Body paragraphs demonstrate sophisticated narrative techniques such as pacing, vivid description, well-chosen details, foreshadowing, and suspense 

· The narrative includes the use of at least ten lines of dialogue that enhance the story 

· Organizational pattern (plot development) is well-chosen and enhances the development of the narrative


	· Body paragraphs demonstrate use of narrative techniques such as pacing, description, details, foreshadowing, and suspense

· The narrative includes the use of  eight lines of dialogue but may not enhance the story 

· Organizational pattern (plot development) is appropriate for the development of the narrative 


	· Body paragraphs contain some narrative techniques such as pacing, description, details, foreshadowing, and suspense 

· The narrative includes the use of seven or fewer lines of dialogue that may not enhance the story 

· Organizational pattern (plot development) is weak and difficult to follow 


	· Body paragraphs are lacking in details, description and do not use narrative techniques 

· The narrative does not include the use of dialogue 

· There is no plot development or organizational pattern in the narrative 



	Craft & Language

20


	· Skillful use of vivid words and phrases to bring characters/situations to life

· Exceptional use of sensory details

· Exceptional use of transitions between details and/or events 

· Consistent use of first person throughout the narrative

· Consistent tone per character throughout narrative 


	· Use of some vivid or descriptive words to bring characters/situations to life 

· Some sensory details are evident 

· Appropriate use of transitions between details and/or events 

· One or two errors with use of first person throughout the narrative 

· Tone of the narrative –per character- has occasional shifts 
	· Narrative has very little vivid description 

· Narrative has very little sensory details 

· Narrative has some use of transitions between details and/or events – some may be inappropriate

· Multiple errors writing in first person

· The tone of the narrative is jarring and/or inconsistent 
	· Narrative lacks description of events/characters 

· Narrative has no sensory details 

· Narrative has very few (if any) transitions between details and/or events

· Narrative is not written in first person

· Tone of the narrative is inappropriate 

	Conventions

20
	· Proper MLA formatting used throughout essay

· Dialogue is accurately punctuated and skillfully presented.

· Narrative contains no mechanical errors that distract from the text’s meaning
	· Proper MLA formatting mostly used throughout the essay

· Few errors in punctuation of dialogue 

· Narrative contains few mechanical errors that rarely distract from the text’s meaning


	· Proper MLA formatting hardly used throughout the essay

· Many errors in punctuation of dialogue

· Narrative contains several mechanical errors that distract from the text’s meaning 
	· Improper formatting used throughout the essay

· No attempt is made to punctuate dialogue 

· Narrative contains an abundance of mechanical errors that completely distract from the text’s meaning
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