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                       English IV

COLLEGE ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

Rough Draft Due: ________________

For this short essay assignment, imagine that you are filling out a college application.  You have gotten to the part of the application that asks you to tell something about yourself so that the prospective college can get to know you better.  This is an important part of the application process.  Your essay can make or break your acceptance.

Choose one of the topics listed below and write an essay of approximately 500 words in which you answer the question.  This will achieve the goal of introducing yourself to and impressing the college admissions officer.

The following are the requirements for this paper:

· Must be at least 500 words in length, and should be under 1,000
· Must be typed, double-spaced, in 12 point Times New Roman Font, with proper MLA formatting EXCEPT you should not put your name in the rough draft; do not title the document as your name, either
· Must include a creative title—this is how the class will identify the anonymous essays during peer editing

· Should represent you; let your personality shine through

· Should clearly and thoroughly answer the question
· Should have an interesting introduction and strong conclusion
· Should be free of grammar and spelling errors
Common Application Essay Prompts

2014-2015
“The Common Application will retain the current set of first-year essay prompts for 2014-15, without any edits or additions. The essay length will continue to be capped at 650 words.  The essay prompts are as follows:”
1. Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.   
2. Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure.  How did it affect you, and what lessons did you learn?
3. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again?
4. Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content.  What do you do or experience there, and why is it meaningful to you?
5. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family.
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