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     English IV
Macbeth Act IV.i

We have passed the climax of the play, Banquo’s death and post-mortem visit, in Act III. Now, in Act 4 we see Macbeth and Lady Macbeth suffer the consequences of their choices.  Macbeth has thrown himself over to fate, led by the witches, and continues down his path of self destruction. In order to read and analyze this crucial scene, follow the directions below. 

Directions:

· With a partner or group of 3, read Act 4, Scene 1. 

· Annotate and paraphrase in your book as you read.

· Answer the Act IV.i questions below.

· Choose one of the following tasks to demonstrate your understanding of this scene.
· Imagine you are going to film this scene. Create a story board that covers the essential elements of the scene. Each box (illustration) must be accompanied by a quote that will serve as the caption. You must include a minimum of 6 boxes.

· Create a large, visual graphic organizer that details the problems and possible solutions presented in this scene.  You must also include your own predictions.  Make sure you include specific details from the play.

· Update the scene.  Imagine the Macbeths attend ACHS. Macbeth is now the quarterback of the football team after causing a season-ending accident to former QB, John Duncan. Suspiciously, the holder, Mark Banquo, has also had a devastating accident. Now, Macbeth is seeking the guidance of the local teen witches.  Recreate the witches potion and the three apparitions to fit 2012 and this updated setting. 
· Imagine a friend missed class and you must provide your own study guide for Act IV.i.  Include a plot summary, three important quotations with explanations and paraphrasing, commentary of the development of key themes in the scenes, and an explanation of the symbols and their meanings.  
· Briefly present your “task” to the class.

Act IV Questions:

Scene i

1. What three things do the witches tell Macbeth?

2. How is the following quote foreshadowing?
“By the pricking of my thumbs,

Something wicked this way comes.


Open locks,


Whoever knocks” (lines 44-47, pg 123)?


3. How has Macbeth’s attitude towards the witches changed from their first meeting?

4. What do you think is suggested by the armed head?

5. Whom or what might the bloody child represent?

6. Why does Macbeth decide to kill Macduff’s family?

Scene ii

1. In lines 11-13 (pg 133) explain the analogy Lady Macduff is drawing between the wren and Macduff.

2. Why does Lady Macduff tell her son that his father is dead, though the boy heard her discussion with Ross?

3. How do you think Macduff’s son feels about his father?
Scene iii

4. At the beginning of the scene, what are Malcolm and Macduff arguing about?

5. List the topics that apply to this discussion between Macduff and Malcolm, and give an example of each one from the text.

6. In lines 100-106 (pg 145), do you think Macduff’s position is sensible?

7. In lines 152-156 (pg 147), Why is Macduff left speechless by Malcolm’s relevation?

8. Explain the verbal irony when Ross tells Macduff that his children were “At peace when I did leave them” (line 208, pg 151).

9. Analyze the effect of Macduff repeating the same questions.

10. What is Macduff trying to convey to Malcom after he discovers his family is dead?

11. Discuss the internal conflict that Macduff is involved in.

